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Welcome
President’s Message 
Marco Ollervides

Good evening to our honorees, guests and supporters, 

I am honored to welcome you to our 31st Annual Nursing Celebration! Tonight, we 
gather to celebrate the accomplishments of our local nursing community and recognize the contributions of 
our supporters. 

Since the inception of the profession, nurses have stood by each other, supporting and uplifting one another, as 
well as the patients they serve. This spirit of community has never been more important than in recent times 
when the world needed your dedication, courage and resilience. This celebration is about acknowledging and 
honoring the blessing you are to each other, our patients and our community. 

Throughout the recent challenges, District 9 of the Texas Nurses Association has been honored to be at your 
side – serving as an advocate and ally. On behalf of the entire board, I offer you my heartfelt gratitude and 
deepest admiration for your tireless efforts to provide care and advance our profession. 

To our allies who join us tonight, thank you – you inspire us all with your steadfast support. To those who 
sponsored tonight’s event, you have made an important contribution to helping ensure that our nurses have the 
resources they need and the recognition they deserve. To those who nominated one of tonight’s honorees, you 
too deserve to be celebrated for setting the standard for what it means to lift up the profession. 

I especially want to thank Shawn Vaughan, a well-known and respected community leader, business leader and 
nursing ally. Tonight, we will award the inaugural Mike Calvert Noble Nurse Award to a nurse whose volunteer 
services have made a significant impact on the local community. Mr. Vaughan has made an annual commitment 
to sponsor this award, and we are blessed to have his continued support and partnership.

As we celebrate our many blessings this evening, we invite you to be a blessing by taking 
further action to support the work of District 9. A contribution of any amount will help us 
continue our vital work of serving nurses while protecting and promoting the profession. 
Your generosity will help us provide resources, training and support to nurses who are at the 
heart of our local health care system.

Tonight’s celebration has been a labor of love. This evening is for you and about you – an opportunity to gather 
with loved ones, remember the lives you’ve touched, honor the sacrifices you’ve made, and refresh your heart 
and soul. You bless us with your presence, and I wish you an unforgettable evening filled with the joy and 
appreciation you so richly deserve.

With my deepest gratitude,

 
Marco A. Ollervides, MSN, RN
President 2023-24
Texas Nurses Association, District 9
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6:00 PM Reception with Texas Nurses Association and D9 Officers
 General Reception and Silent Auction
7:00 PM Dinner and Awards Ceremony
 EMCEE 

Sharron Melton, CW39
Sharron Melton is the Morning Anchor for CW39 Houston/KIAH-TV.  She’s an Emmy-nominated 
and award-winning journalist with over 20 years of anchoring, reporting, and producing experience. 
She’s been a TV anchor in Houston, Miami, Mobile, Alabama, and Roswell, New Mexico. She is also 
the host and executive producer of “Sharing the Sugar with Sharron,” an international YouTube and 
Podcast show that interviews people about the importance of giving back to their communities.

 You can connect with Sharron on social media.
 WELCOME 
 Marco Ollervides, President, Texas Nurses Association, District 9
 Dr. Serena Bumpus, Chief Executive Officer, Texas Nurses Association/Texas Nurses Foundation
 RECOGNITION OF SPONSORS 
 Marco Ollervides
 Karee Carter, Chair, Corporate Sponsors
 PRESIDENT’S AWARDEES
 SHAWN VAUGHAN
 NANCY YUILL
 Marco Ollervides, Presenter
 DOROTHY OTTO LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEE
 CAROL COATS, Posthumously
 Marco Ollervides, Presenter
 PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING NURSE HONOREES 
 Dr. Terry Throckmorton, Chair, Nominations Committee
 Dr. Pamela Windle, Co-Chair, Nominations Committee
 INTRODUCTION AND PRESENTATION OF NOBLE NURSE AWARD
 Marco Ollervides, Presenter
 Shawn Vaughan, Mike Calvert Toyota
 PRESENTATION OF SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANT RECIPIENTS
 Dr. Lucindra Campbell-Law, Co-Chair, Scholarship & Grants Committee
 Dr. Pamela Windle, Co-Chair, Scholarship & Grants Committee
 CLOSING COMMENTS
 Dr. Serena Bumpus, Chief Executive Officer, Texas Nurses Association/Texas Nurses Foundation
 INTRODUCTION OF THE BAND
 Sharron Melton, CW39

Program 
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Nena Bonuel, PhD, RN, CCRN-K, ACNS-BC, APRN-BC, FNAP        
System Director, Nursing Practice, Harris Health System
Dr. Bonuel focuses on clinical nursing practice for Harris Health nursing staff. She is an accomplished professional nurse 
with numerous awards for her work. She has completed seven research studies and has presented both podium and 
poster presentations nationally and internationally. She strongly advocates for quality patient care, serving on numerous 
institutional committees, including the System Nursing Peer Review Committee, System Evidence-Based Practice 
Collaborative Committee, System Institute of Safe Medication Practice Nursing Task Forces, and System Nursing Practice 
Guidelines development. She advocates for staff serving on committees/task forces related to evidence-based practice, 

professional development, and innovative practice changes. She serves as a mentor for orienteers, nursing, and medical students. She is active in 
multiple professional associations, serving on research and nursing practice standard committees. Dr. Bonuel is an outstanding advanced practice 
clinical nurse leader with more than 46 years of broad-based nursing experience who exemplifies the culture of patient-centered care and healing.

Cheryl Brohard, PhD, RN, CNS-ONC, AOCN®, CHPCA®        
Associate Professor. University of Houston
Dr. Brohard centers her interest and research on advance care planning, end-of-life, symptom management with oncology 
patients, life review, autobiographical memory, caregivers, and people living with dementia. She has worked to incorporate 
supportive palliative care simulations into the student curriculum. She has authored many book chapters, peer-reviewed 
journal articles, and presentations. She has also completed five funded research studies. She is a member of numerous 
associations and has served in board positions in each organization. She has presented at nine national meetings on 
educational approaches, including simulation and clinical oncology topics of palliative and supportive care for oncology 

patients. She has served as a preceptor for students and has coordinated community health and palliative care electives. She developed a new 
faculty orientation document and consistently mentors new faculty in tenure-track positions. She advocates for patients with serious illness at the 
end of life and supports colleagues individually and on Texas Nurses Association’s End of Life Task Force. She is a consistent advocate for students, 
colleagues, and patients.

Joaquin A. Buitrago, PhD, RN, OCN        
Nurse Educator, UT MD Anderson Cancer Center
Dr. Buitrago started his nursing career at the ADN level, and on his journey to his PhD in Nursing Science, he earned a BSN 
and MS in Nursing Education. Dr. Buitrago is a certified oncology nurse and has served as an officer in the U.S. Army in a 
combat support hospital. Dr. Buitrago’s love for education is evident in his numerous publications, including a chapter on 
chemotherapy and immunotherapy and recommendations for practice. He constantly seeks to educate staff to improve 
patient care and sponsors nursing educational projects and research. Always considering holistic care, he has examined 
moral distress in hematology/oncology nursing and has helped validate a Spanish language symptom inventory scale. Dr. 

Buitrago serves as an educational consultant to Houston Chapter Oncology Nursing Society (HCONS) and is on the editorial board of the Clinical 
Journal of Oncology Nursing. An advocate for nurses in Texas, he has participated in Nurse Day at the Texas Capitol in Austin. During his 23-year 
career in nursing, Dr. Buitrago has always educated nurses to enhance the care of cancer patients.

Outstanding Nurse HonoreesOutstanding Nurse Honorees

Dave Calubaquib, MAN, MBA, RN, CNOR, CNAMB, CSSM, CPAN, CV-BC, MEDSURG-BC
Clinical Nurse Leader, Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital
Assistant Nurse Manager, MD Anderson The Woodlands
Mr. Calubaquib is a clinical nurse leader with several certifications in ambulatory nursing as a cardiovascular nurse, medical-
surgical nurse, peri-anesthesia nurse, and surgical service manager. He has also completed the trauma nursing core course 
and has received numerous awards for excellence in nursing care and practice. He is a member and delegate of the Texas 
Collaboration of Perioperative Registered Nurses (TCORN) and supported the surgical smoke evacuation bill by volunteering 
to testify. He has published and presented research and evidence-based practices in local, national, and international 

perioperative settings. He has supported his colleagues in achieving baccalaureate degrees and certification. He facilitated Houston Methodist The 
Woodlands Hospital ranking as a DNV Orthopedic Center for Excellence, and the Enhanced Recovery After Surgery (ERAS) for Colorectal Surgeries 
and the Organ Procurement Education Program. He is an outstanding leader in his institutions and professional associations.
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Claudia Chavana, DNP, RN, CPHQ, NPD-BC, NE-BC 
Magnet Program Director/NDNQI Site Coordinator, Memorial Hermann Greater Heights Hospital
Dr. Chavana has been a nurse for more than 17 years and is a Certified Professional in Healthcare Quality, Board Certified 
in Nursing Professional Development, and Nursing Executive. In 2021, she became a founding board member and VP-
Membership of the National Charities League (NCL), Inc., Palomas Charter for the Greater Heights community. NCL is a 
philanthropic program for mothers and daughters (grades 7-12) committed to community service, leadership development, 
and cultural experiences. Her ability to effectively collaborate with interdisciplinary teams and stakeholders has been critical 
in implementing evidence-based practices and streamlining processes to achieve exceptional outcomes. In addition to her 

coordination and project management abilities, she continually seeks innovative solutions to enhance healthcare delivery. She has elevated the 
standards of project management.

Tonya Edwards, MS, MSN, FNP-C  
Nurse Practitioner, UT MD Anderson Cancer Center
Ms. Edwards is an exceptional advanced practice registered nurse and innovator. She is dedicated to quality care for the 
patient and was one of the first to detect aberrant opioid use in her patients with cancer. Her discovery led to her research 
in the early identification and mitigation of opioid maladaptive behaviors in supportive care center patients, which led 
to strategies to address the issue. She has served on numerous institutional, national, and international committees 
regarding supportive care, opioid crisis, pain management, and hospice care. She has received numerous national and 
local awards and accolades for her excellent patient care and expertise in supportive and palliative care. Ms. Edwards is 

very compassionate and provides excellent patient care. She is a patient and caregiver advocate and has proven to be a tremendous asset to the 
advanced practice registered nurse profession.   

Alicia Hernandez, DNP, RN, NPD-BC, NEA-BC 
Administrative Director, Nursing Professional Development, Harris Health System
Dr. Hernandez started her nursing career 27 years ago. She is dual-certified as an advanced nurse executive in nursing 
professional development. The Harris County Medical Society has recognized her for clinical excellence and as a Harris 
Health Champion. She is the consummate nurse educator serving as a TeamSTEPPS instructor, BLS Instructor, VitalSmarts 
Crucial Conversations instructor, and Development Dimensions International certified facilitator. Her team at Harris Health is 
responsible for educating and training more than 2,400 nurses and 3,000 unlicensed support staff. She is an avid advocate 
for nurses, students, and patients. She has numerous publications and presentations locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Dr. Hernandez’s staff and colleagues describe her as tireless, driven, faithful, and high-performing.

Outstanding Nurse HonoreesOutstanding Nurse Honorees
Grace Du Campos, MSN, RN, CNOR        
Acting Nurse Manager, Operating Room-Vascular/Endovascular Service, Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center 
Ms. Campos is a certified operating room nurse with a master’s degree in nursing. She belongs to the Texas State Guard 
Brigade, one of the three components of the Texas Military Department (TMD). She is an Alpha member, serves as the 
captain, and TX State Guard – Medical Brigade Volunteer. She has been recognized by the Houston Chapter of Perioperative 
Registered Nurses as an outstanding clinician. Ms. Campos is an active member of the Philippine Nurses Association of the 
Metropolitan Houston (PNAMH) chapter and an officer of the Filipino Cancer Network - Metropolitan Houston. She is also 
active in her faith community, volunteering as the parish nurse coordinator. Her fellow OR nurses describe her as promoting 

high-quality, safe, and value-based patient care for their VA patients.
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Mischelle Hopper, PhD, RN, CNE    
Interim Dean of the Natural Sciences and Health Division, Lone Star College-Montgomery 
Dr. Hopper is a 2022 recipient of the Betty Jo Allen Scholarship through Texas Woman’s University and the TNA District 9 
Sabina Fritsch Scholarship in 2019. She is a certified paralegal, allowing her to assist her students with developing sound 
ethical and legal foundations. She is passionate about women’s health and has served in a local community clinic caring for 
underserved patients. She has worked diligently to implement stress reduction and mental health strategies for students, 
including access to counseling and facilitating faculty creation of a meditation/quiet room in the nursing student skills 
lab. She has advocated for funds and grants to continue the regular use of a virtual hospital in the simulation lab. She was 

instrumental in purchasing simulation mannequins for students to utilize. Dr. Hopper is a member of Texas Nurses Association, serving on the 
Scholarship/Grant Committee. She is also an active member of Sigma Theta Tau, the National League for Nursing, the Texas Nurses Association, the 
Emergency Nurses Association, the North Harris Montgomery County Nurse Practitioner Society, and MENSA.

Kristin Johnson, MSN, RN, OCN          
Research Compliance, Oncology Nursing, UT MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Ms. Johnson has been a nurse for 15 years and a certified oncology nurse since 2009. Kristin has a bachelor’s degree in both 
nursing and genetics, plus a master’s in nursing administration. She has received many awards, including the Excellence 
in Nursing Award from the Good Samaritan Foundation and the Perez Award for Excellence in Inpatient Clinical Nursing 
Practice. Kristin is very active at her institution, in her professional societies, and in her community. She is the president-
elect of the Houston Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society and has served in many leadership roles. She has served on 
numerous committees in her employing institution and has mentored students and new staff. She is an active volunteer 

in her community and church. Her colleagues write that she is a professional with high standards in every endeavor she chooses and an excellent 
role model to all nurses.

Allegra Jones, MSN, RN, CA-SANE 
Registered Nurse Emergency Department – NC IV, University of Texas Medical Branch Galveston
Ms. Jones is a certified Adult Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner with a chemotherapy/biotherapy provider certificate. She 
has been active in the community with Hannigan’s Heroes Oncology Patient Fund, Gift of Life-Transplant Patient Fund, 
Shriner’s Hospital for Children, and her local Little League. She is dedicated to patient safety, developing numerous process 
improvement initiatives for blood specimen collection and emergency procedures. She is developing an ED malignant 
hyperthermia cart based on Joint Commission recommendations. She is a supportive colleague for new employees 
developing an orientation specific to the ED to assist new RNs in working with acutely ill patients. She also serves as adjunct 

faculty in the College of the Mainland LVN program. She is active in the Oncology Nursing Society and has served as the Galveston/Bay Area chapter 
president. She has collaborated on seven research studies and has developed presentations on drunk driving, accurate specimen collection, and 
ethics surrounding ‘do not resuscitate’ decisions. Ms. Jones serves as a role model for both students and colleagues.  

Jeffrey Mills, MBA, BSN, RN, NEA-BC
Chief Nursing Officer, HCA Houston Healthcare Northwest
Starting with an associate degree in nursing, Mr. Mills has risen to serve as the Chief Nursing Officer at HCA Houston 
Healthcare Northwest. His studies have led him to a BSN, MBA, and advanced certification as a nurse executive. Mr. Mills 
has many accomplishments, including service as VP of Nursing Informatics, Director of Pediatric and Trauma Services, 
and Organ Procurement champion. He works closely with LifeGift, the local organ and tissue donation organization. His 
particular interest in organ donation awareness is highlighted by his creation of a donor honor walk and implementation 
of support programs for the family of donors. He is a member of the Lone Star College Nursing Advisory Board, the Sam 

Houston State University Nursing Advisory Board, and the Governors EMS Trauma and Acute Care Committee. Mr. Mills is a strong leader at HCA 
Northwest and an advocate and mentor for nurses at the bedside.

Outstanding Nurse HonoreesOutstanding Nurse Honorees
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Roselyn Ogunkunle, PhD, RN, NEA-BC, OCN
Director, Lone Star Oncology
Dr. Ogunkunle is passionate about professional development, nurses’ well-being, and workforce development. She 
developed a curriculum for certification preparation, resulting in a 44% increase in certification rates. In collaboration with 
the three local Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) chapters, she created Celebrate Oncology Nurses, an event that engages, 
inspires, promotes oncology, fosters collaboration, and celebrates oncology nurses in the Houston metroplex. She enjoys 
research and Evidence-based practice, has led many quality initiative projects, and is a principal and co-principal investigator 
on multiple studies. She is active in various professional organizations, including serving as the past president of the ONS 

Galveston/Bay Area Chapter. Dr. Ogunkunle has mentored more than 50 nursing students throughout her career and serves as an assistant professor 
with the College of the Mainland and a visiting professor with Chamberlain University. She actively advocates for legislative change through her 
participation with ONS legislative advocacy seminars and has attended Capitol Hill Day. She volunteers her time with Meals on Wheels and the Luke 
Society.

Angie Rangel, PhD, DNP, RN, NPD-BC, NE-BC, CCRN-K, LNC
Assistant Director, Nursing Professional Development and Clinical Training, Texas Children’s Hospital
Dr. Rangel is a mission-driven visionary with a passion for optimizing work processes that ultimately impact patient 
outcomes. Her passion and expertise are in nursing education, innovation, and quality care. She has successfully led 
her team to achieve ANCC’s Practice Transition Accreditation Program and Accredited Approved Provider Program with 
distinction. Under her leadership, Dr. Rangel and her team have implemented cost-saving initiatives, productivity tools, 
and best practices, reaching exemplary milestones. The enterprise-wide implementation of RQI and I-PASS communication 
tools has resulted in quantifiable quality outcomes. Her innovative ideas led to the implementation of virtual reality for 

skills validation. Dr. Rangel exemplifies the finest nursing qualities, being an active member of many nursing professional organizations. She 
is a published author and a strong advocate for evidence-based clinical practice. Dr. Rangel has received many awards, including the Champion 
for Scientific Inquiry from the National Association of Nursing Professional Development and the Good Samaritan Nursing Excellence award. She 
participates as a multi-instrumentalist for her local church, volunteers at the Star of Hope, and serves food to the homeless.

Linda Sheen, PhD, APRN, FNP-BC  
Assistant Professor, UTHealth Cizik School of Nursing 
Dr. Sheen is a board-certified family nurse practitioner passionate about diabetes care in the Asian American community. 
Her knowledge and expertise in this area help local nurse practitioners identify patients who may be at risk to reduce 
potential future complications related to diabetes in this community. She volunteers at health fairs to educate community 
members on the risks of diabetes and how to recognize signs and prevent development. She is committed to ensuring that 
her students know how to care for the community and their growing needs. Dr. Sheen recently published her manuscript 
on Vietnamese Americans and diabetes self-management. She is involved in the Vietnamese American Nurse Association, 

Texas Nurse Practitioner Association, and Sigma Theta Tau. She presented papers at the Texas Nurse Practitioner and the Council on Nursing and 
Anthropology Conferences. She is also on the Interfaculty Committee at UTHealth Cizik School of Nursing to assist with reviewing policies at both 
the university and legislative level.

Outstanding Nurse HonoreesOutstanding Nurse Honorees

Elyse Sporkin, MPH, RN, OCN-Emeritus 
Retired
Ms. Sporkin has spent most of her career in oncology in leadership roles. She has held oncology nurse certification (OCN) 
throughout her career and now holds OCN Emeritus certification. She has been a driving force in the Galveston/Bay Area 
Chapter of Oncology Nursing Society, serving as president and advisor/mentor for the board. At the national level, she has 
served as President of ONS Edge, the Steering Council ONS, a Team Leader of Fall Institute, the Appeals Committee of the 
Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation, a Core Member of the Special Interest Group Committee, Congress Committee, 
Past President of the Pacific Organization of Radiation Therapy, Honolulu, and Board of Directors of The Queen’s Cancer Insti-

tute and the American Cancer Society. This year, she was appointed as a member to the Board of Trustees of the Oncology Nursing Foundation. She 
continues to serve as a champion for oncology nursing, supporting all three local chapters of ONS and mentoring nurses for leadership positions.
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Serena Tobar, MSN, RN, CVRN-BC, NPD-BC  
Education Specialist, Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center 
Ms. Tobar worked with the awake proning project at her institution to develop and deliver education for acute care units 
during COVID-19. She is passionate about policy in nursing and provides a call to action for nurses to be involved in policy 
and legislation. She mirrors this by participating with the Texas Nurses Association in events such as Nurse Day at the Cap-
itol, where she can partner with legislators to share policy needs and changes for the nursing profession. When Ms. Tobar 
is not advocating, she spends her time as a visiting professor of clinical practice for Chamberlain College of Nursing. She 
is currently a board member of Texas Nurses Association District 9 and is a member of the Peer Support Partners for Texas 

Peer Assistance Program for Nurses. Ms. Tobar is a consultant for multiple community boards, including the Higher Up Texas HealthCare Advisory 
Board, the Houston Community College CAN Advisory Board, and the Galveston Medical Reserve Corps. She is an active member of her children’s 
PTA and neighborhood board and enjoys volunteering at her church.

Reenu M. Varghese, DNP, APRN, FNP-C     
Faculty, University of Texas Medical Branch
Dr. Varghese is a compassionate, caring person who goes above and beyond her duties and responsibilities to ensure 
her clients receive quality care. She serves in underserved areas and has taken initiatives to improve access to healthcare, 
resulting in improved patient outcomes and decreased hospitalizations. She has presented at the American Association of 
Nurse Practitioners, Sigma Theta Tau, the Indian Nurses Association, and regional chapters. She is an adjunct professor at 
the Houston Christian University and teaches theory and clinicals to family nurse practitioner students. She has published 
in peer-reviewed nursing journals and has taken part in radio talk shows to exemplify nursing. She is the elected president 

of the Indian Nurses Greater Houston chapter, the secretary of Texas Nurses Association District 9, and an active committee member of the TNA 
Bylaws committee. She is committed to nursing and mentors younger nurses and nurse practitioner students to the role. She also motivates and 
educates nurses to be future leaders in nursing organizations.

Fallon Wiley, MSN, RN-BC, NE-BC  
Director for Strategic Nursing Operations, Harris Health System
Ms. Wiley holds dual certification as a medical surgical nurse and nurse executive. She provides insight and guidance to 
Harris Health nursing leadership on streamlining staffing utilization, especially with supplemental staffing. She is an active 
member of system committees supporting staffing and quality care and served as chair and lead person in the COVID 
crisis staffing for the organization. After two years of COVID isolation, she was able to provide insight and lead outcomes 
evaluation of what and how to integrate clinic nurses into bedside staffing and how to improve the process in the future. 
She led the Transition into Practice summer internship mentoring program, which allowed senior nursing students in their 

last semester to work as an employee in a nurse tech capacity. She is a Harris County correctional health consultant for agency concerns, budgets, 
and other management issues.  She deserves recognition for her mentorship, leadership, continued education, and support for students and 
co-workers. 

Outstanding Nurse HonoreesOutstanding Nurse Honorees

FOR A LISTING OF ALL HONOREES FROM 1991-2022, PLEASE GO TO https://tnadistrict9.com/nominations-for-nursing-celebration/

Faith Strunk, PhD, RN, FNP-BC  
Assistant Professor, UTHealth Cizik School of Nursing 
Dr. Strunk was selected and completed the Health Educator Fellowship and Community of Education Scholars programs 
offered at Houston’s University of Texas Health Science Center. She received the Gulf Coast Technology Grant, which focused 
on the use of technology in nursing education. She is active in her community, chairing the Diabetes Walk and participating 
in church activities. She was the first family nurse practitioner at Ft. Polk, LA, and became the assistant chief nurse of the field 
hospital. She is an active Sigma Theta Tau member, secretary, research chair, and member of three other associations. She 
has presented 15 papers at national meetings. She is a fierce advocate for students, striving to inspire students, facilitate 

their growth and development, and improve their clinical skills and ability to provide robust, evidence-based health care.  
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Shawn Vaughan
Shawn Vaughan is the owner and CEO of Vaughan Automotive based in Boerne, Texas. He is the Dealer Principal of Vic 
Vaughan Toyota of Boerne and Owner/Executive Manager of Mike Calvert Toyota, a recent acquisition. With 15 years in the 
automotive retail business, Mr. Vaughan’s early career was in automotive advertising, working on regional tier 2 original 
equipment manufacturer accounts and tier 3 automotive dealerships, giving him a unique skill set in automotive retail. 
Receiving recognition from Automotive News “40 under 40” at the age of 37 for his aggressive career growth, the 

accolade he is most proud of is winning the “Trifecta” – Toyota Customer First Advisory Board, Toyota Board of Governors, and Toyota President’s 
Cabinet at Vic Vaughan Toyota of Boerne in 2021. Mr. Vaughan was also selected to the Toyota Motors North America Trailblazer’s Board, and 
currently serves on the Digital Advisory Board. 
He was the founding member and president of the Boerne Police Foundation, and the founder of Toro Soccer Academy, a youth development 
select club with more than 200 players ages 4 to 18. And, he takes pride in raising two beautiful children with his loving wife Stacie.
Mr. Vaughan is a 2023 President’s Awardee because he exemplifies what it means to be a nursing ally. By creating the Mike Calvert Toyota 
Noble Nurse Award in partnership with Texas Nurses Association, District 9, he demonstrates a steadfast commitment to current and future 
nurses, both personally and professionally. Tonight, we thank and honor Mr. Vaughan for his generosity, leadership and dedication.

Nancy Yuill, PhD, RN
Dr. Nancy Yuill has more than 40 years of academic and leadership experience. She is consulting with Houston Christian 
University’s School of Nursing and Allied Health to promote program improvement in nursing programs and is consulting 
with Memorial Hermann–Texas Medical Center to develop educational programming for employees. Dr. Yuill served as 
president of Chamberlain University’s Pearland campus, Dean of Nursing at Houston Christian University, and Director 
of Nursing Excellence at Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital. Dr. Yuill is the past president of the Texas Nurses 

Association District 9, having served as president in 2022-23. In 2018, Texas Governor Greg Abbott appointed Dr. Yuill to the Statewide Health 
Coordinating Council. She served on the council and its workforce development subcommittee. Dr. Yuill earned her Doctor of Philosophy 
and Master of Science in Nursing degrees from Texas Woman’s University and holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from Houston 
Christian University.
Dr. Yuill is a 2023 President’s awardee because of her dedication and exceptional contributions to TNA D9 and the nursing profession. She 
is a source of inspiration, and her dedication has contributed to Marco’s success as current president. Dr. Yuill has played a pivotal role in the 
activities and initiatives of this nursing association, including advocating for nursing professionals, promoting best practices, and working on 
projects that benefit the nursing community in District 9. Her efforts have not only had a positive influence on her immediate work environment 
but have also had a broader impact on the nursing field. 

Carol Coats, RN, posthumously
Carol June Martin Coats was a long-time Texas Nurses Association District 9 member and was a force to be reckoned with. 
She significantly contributed to lifelong learning and the importance of professional development, was a strong and avid 
advocate of mental health and promoted its specialization of the profession. Ms. Coats was a relentless volunteer and 
believed in the power of collective action. She tirelessly advocated for nurses recovering from alcohol and substance use 
returning to employment in the nursing profession, improved working conditions, patient care, and the TNA legislative 

agenda. 
Honoring Carol June Martin Coats with this award serves as a lasting tribute to her remarkable achievements and the positive influence she 
had on the nursing field.

President’s Awardees

Dorothy Otto Lifetime Achievement Awardee 
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Mike Calvert Toyota

2023 FINALISTS

Rosalyn Jones-Waters
Ben Taub Hospital

Jessica Peck
Unbound Houston and Baylor University

Huey-Ming Tzeng
UT Medical Branch

Linda Venzke
UT Medical Branch
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History of the Donna Wooten Scholarship
The family of Donna Wooten, RN, established the Donna Wooten Nursing Education Scholarship in 2008. Friends and 
family donate funds annually. Donna was a stay-at-home mom to seven children for 27 years. She became a LVN and 
took her state board exam on her 45th birthday. One of her proudest moments was graduating from RN school at the age 
of 50, surrounded by her seven children and her second-blessing husband. It was on her 70th birthday that the Donna 
Wooten Scholarship was born. 

History of the Sabina Fritsch Scholarship
In 1972, the estate of Sabina Fritsch donated funds to Texas Nurses Association District 9 to be designated as a Sabina 
Fritsch Scholarship. Ms. Fritsch was very active in the district and was recognized by Houston medical leaders as being 
responsible for driving the change in medical care to prevention, a significant contribution by registered nurses who 
were employed in providing health care in patient’s homes. 

Harris, Mary Ann. (November 11, 1953). “Miss Fritsch honored for 36 years’ service.” The Houston Post.

History of the Carol Coats Scholarship
The Carol Coats Scholarship recognizes individuals or organizations that have made outstanding contributions to 
promoting mental well-being, raising awareness, reducing stigma, and providing support to those facing mental health 
challenges. This award celebrates their dedication to fostering a more compassionate and understanding society, where 
mental health is prioritized and celebrated.

Scholarships and Grant Recipients
Donna Wooten Scholarship Recipient

Jennifer Vaiani, RN
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Galveston College

D9 Sabina Fritsch Scholarship Recipient 
Rachel Clark, BSN, RN 

Master of Science in Nursing/Family Nurse Practitioner
University of Texas Health Science Center

D9 Carol Coats Scholarship Recipient
 (A portion of the funds were raised

through a Pampered Chef fundraiser) 
Sydney Ramos

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Texas Woman’s University 

D9 Grant Recipient 
J. Michael Leger, Ph.D., MBA, RN, CNL, NEA-BC, CNE

UTMB School of Nursing
Title of Project: DNP and Ph.D. Collaborations: An Innovative 

Conceptual Model to Promote Translational Research to 
Improve Health Equity and Mitigate Disparities

D9 Grant Recipient 
Harriet Omondi, MSN, FNP-C

Texas Woman’s University
Title of Project: A Phenomenological Study to Explore Mirror 

Viewing in African American Women with Obesity

D9 Grant Recipient 
Serena Tobar, MSN, RN, CVRN-BC, NPD-BC

Texas Woman’s University
Title of Project: Keeping Nurses at the Bedside While Caring 

for Emerging Infectious Disease: A Qualitative Study
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Platinum  SponsorPlatinum  Sponsor
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Platinum  SponsorPlatinum  Sponsor
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PASS the CCRN EXAM 
with Danielle Hardin

58 
Episodes
800+ Quiz Questions, 
Notes, & Answers to 

help pass the 
CCRN exam.

Available Now

Producer Jon Lindgren looks for opportunities to educate with knowledgeable partners in their field of expertise. Danielle 
Hardin is a good example of a qualified professional looking to expand her career to include an additional revenue stream 
without jeopardizing current employment. 

Lindgren Media invests in the development, production, and distribution to create a marketable product. Lindgren Media 
also specializes in developing and producing workplace violence awareness video training, and the first-of-its-kind 3D VR / 
AR scenarios for ED active shooter training. Contact: Jon Lindgren at jon@jonlindgren.com 

CCRN 
TRAINING 

bid now to 
SUPPORT 
District 9

Silent Auction

Critical Care Training 
from a Practicing  

Critical Care Nurse 

Finding the right training should start 
with the most current methods and 
expectations of today’s medications 
and protocols. CCRN training for too 
long has relied on educators who are 
no longer practicing. Danielle breaks 
that mold with up-to-date instruction 
and current on-the-job examples to 
enhance a nurse's understanding of 
various advanced technologies and 
medical equipment commonly used in 
critical care units. 

Learn More

Platinum Sponsor
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Well done.
Harris Health nurses are truly special to our patients and our organization. Innovative, inspiring and highly skilled, they make us 
proud every day. We are thrilled to see three of our nurses on the Texas Nurses Association District 9 list of 20 Outstanding Nurses 
for 2023 and another as a finalist for the inaugural Mike Calvert Toyota’s Noble Nurse Award.

To our Harris Health team members and all of tonight’s honorees, congratulations for this well-deserved recognition.

jobs.harrishealth.org

RIZALINA BONUEL ALICIA HERNANDEZ FALLON WILEY ROSALYN JONES-WATERS

2023 Outstanding Nurses 

Mike Calvert 
Toyota’s  
Noble Nurse  
Award Nominee

Gold Sponsors
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Silver Sponsors
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Bronze Sponsors
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Printed Program/Souvenir Booklet Sponsor

jobs.memorialhermann.org

Celebrating Outstanding Nurses
For 31 Years in Greater Houston
Congratulations to the 320 Memorial Hermann nurses nominated for the Texas Nurses Association District 9 — 
Houston Nursing Celebration Gala and to Claudia Chavana for being recognized among the Top 20 Outstanding 
Nurses of 2023. We applaud your commitment to excellent patient care and your dedication to serving the 
Greater Houston community. Thank you for putting patients first and going the extra mile for their wellbeing.

MEALS FOR BAND
MEMBERS SPONSOR

Award Sponsor

GIFT CARD BLESSING TREE SPONSOR
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A.D. Players at the George Theatre

Alison Elaine Gardner

Balloons by April

BarkBox

Bethy Creek Resort

Boozy Cakes n More

Lucindra Campbell-Law

Diamonds in the Rough

EConcierge Health

Fairytale Photography

Amanda Garey

Haak Winery

Sarah Hibbs

Houston Astros

Houston Christian University

Houston Texans

Val Howell

Rosalyn Jones-Waters

Jolly Joseph

Pat Koester

Lauren Leigh Photography

Stacy Lewis

Jon Lindgren

Cheryl Lindy

Philippine Nurses of Metropolitan Houston

Ajitha Raghavan 

Rooftop Cinema

Santa Fe Soap Factory

Renae Schumann

Kendra Scott

Kellie Solarz

Terry Throckmorton

Serena Tobar

Spirit Airlines

Sugar Land Space Cowboys

Melody Toppins, TNT Travel

Melanie Truong

Typhoon Texas

University of Houston Basketball

Emily Weber

Pamela Windle

Nancy Yuill

Silent Auction Donors
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Community Donors

Alumni Donors

Friends of TNA D9

The Bhojani Family Foundation
Teresa Oehler, in honor of Melanie and in memory of Carol

Dr. Huey-Ming Tzeng

Rosalyn Jones-Waters
Dr. Stacy Lewis
Teresa Oehler

Dr. Reenu Varghese

Maribel Bhojani
Brenda Binder-Sylvester

Jaime Choate
Jennifer Ebel

Betty Gonzales
Margaret Grue

Rosalyn Jones-Waters
Maureen Lall

John Leger
Cheryl Lindy

Denise McCall
Laurie Moore
Teresa Oehler
Starla Reichek
Cleo Robinett
Nancy Yuill
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PLANNING
Nancy Yuill, Chair

Nursing Celebration 
Steering Committee

TNA D9 Board & Nominating Committee

MIKE CALVERT
NOBLE NURSE NOMINATIONS

Terry Throckmorton, Co-Chair
Pamela Windle, Co-Chair

Maribel Bhojani
Joylyn Estrella
Zandra Rivera

Lakeisha Williams

TOP 20 NURSES NOMINATIONS
Terry Throckmorton, Co-Chair

Pamela Windle, Co-Chair
Tiffany Benita

Maribel Bhojani
Brenda Berry Charles

Cassandra Green
Rosalyn Jones-Waters

Tricia Lewis
Zandra Rivera
Alex Sardual
Pat Schwartz

Jessica Sennett
Lakeshia Williams

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Marco Ollervides

DOROTHY OTTO LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Terry Throckmorton
Nancy Yuill

VENUE
Lucindra Campbell-Law, Chair

Amanda Garey
Marco Ollervides
Joanne Monroig

Terry Throckmorton
Pamela Windle

Nancy Yuill

DONOR FUNDING/CORPORATE 
SPONSORS

Karee Carter, Chair
Nursing Celebration Steering Committee

TNA D9 Board

ENTERTAINMENT
Angie Rangel, Chair

Lucindra Campbell-Law

PUBLICITY/MARKETING
Amanda Garey, Chair

Hannah Pietsch, Beloved 
Communications, LLC

Nursing Celebration Steering Committee
TNA D9 Board

BUDGET
Sarah Hibbs, Chair

TNA D9 Board
Maribel Bhojani

Brenda Binder-Sylvester
Anita Harris
Angie Rangel
Aletha Savage

DECORATIONS
Kellie Solarz, Chair

Sarah Hibbs, Co-Chair
Terry Throckmorton, Co-Chair

Jody Collins

SILENT AUCTION
Serena Tobar, Chair

Meagan Dawkins, Co-chair
Daren Tachico, Co-chair

Joanne Monroig
Nursing Students

GIFT CARD TREE/HEADS OR TAILS
Serena Tobar, Chair

Maribel Bhojani

CEREMONY/PROGRAM/EMCEE
Nancy Yuill
Tricia Lewis

SOUVENIR BOOKLET/INVITATIONS
Maribel Bhojani, Chair

Tricia Lewis

REGISTRATION/TABLE 
ASSIGNMENTS

Terry Throckmorton, Chair
Pamela Windle, Co-Chair

Joylyn Estrella
Tricia Lewis

Zandra Rivera
Nursing Students

SCHOLARSHIPS/RESEARCH GRANTS
Brenda K. Binder-Sylvester, Chair
Lucindra Campbell-Law, Co-Chair

Pamela Windle, Co-Chair 
Tamu Abreu

Virginia Bayer
Paula Clutter

Claudine Dufrene
Sheranda Fesler

Danielle Fernandez
Mischelle Hopper

Rosalyn Jones-Waters
Joan Kelley

Mary Kinsey
TaCharra Laury

Cheryl Lindy
Nitha Mathew Joseph

Nisha Mathews
Laura Montgomery

Edtrina Moss
Florence Schaefer

Pat Schwartz
Cindy Ugbaja

AWARDS/MEDALLIONS
Kellie Solarz, Chair

Jody Collins
Sarah Hibbs

VIDEOGRAPHY
Gilbert Barrera, Chair
Tricia Lewis, Co-Chair

Jon Lindgren

STUDENTS
Stacy Lewis, Chair

Special Thanks to: 
Jason Joy Photography

Lindgren Media
Nursing Students

Committees
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2400 Central Parkway, Suite D 
Houston, TX 77092

backdoor sign.indd   1backdoor sign.indd   1 3/28/23   2:13 PM3/28/23   2:13 PM

Thank you for selecting us to print this commemorative book!

Congratulations to 
The Texas Nurses Association District 9

on your
31st Annual Nursing Celebration

Emily and Ed Metoyer

(713) 338-2159
metprint@metroyprinting.com

2400 Central Parkway, Suite D • Houston, TX 77092

Dedicated to the Texas Nurses 
District 9 Foundation 

Congratulations to the Congratulations to the 
20 Outstanding Nurses 20 Outstanding Nurses 

of 2023!of 2023!

Shirley Morrison, PhD, RNShirley Morrison, PhD, RN
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Texas Nurses Association, District 9

Arena Tower 2
7324 Southwest Freeway, Suite 1453

Houston, TX 77074

OFFICERS
Marco Ollervides, President
Nancy Yuill, Past-President

Terry Throckmorton, President-Elect
Reenu Varghese, Secretary

Sarah Hibbs, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tiffany Benita, North Region Representative

Lucindra Campbell-Law
Karee Carter, South Region Representative

Kellie Solarz
Serena Tobar
Emily Weber

Pamela Windle

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Davida Chatman, Chair

Amanda Garey
Jolly Joseph
Shatoi King

Reenu Varghese
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